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     Season eleven for me at the 
Nanaimo Curling Club!  Welcome 
to all the new curlers coming out to 
try the Great Canadian Game of 
Curling.  We’re offering our popular 
Open House and free lessons again.  
See the dates and times in Column 3 
and be sure to register with the 
office at 250-753-3474 so we have 
enough volunteer instructors coming 
out to help get the rookies sliding in 
the right direction. 
 
     If you would like information on 
our Wednesday Night 10-week 
Novice League Oct 8- Dec 10, 
please give me a call.  To all of our 
returning curlers, welcome back!  Be 
sure and check with your teammates 
and ensure your team is registered 
by Sept 14th , the 250 members 
priority date. 
 
     New this season for all NCC Run 
Leagues: Sept. 30 is the deadline to 
receive your annual discount on 
dues.  All dues must be paid by Oct. 
15.   Office hours will be 11:00 am – 
7:00 pm Monday thru Friday 
starting Sept 15.  Please stop by the 
Club and take advantage of the early 
bird discount before Sept 30. 
 
     Curlers please help your league 
reps by returning phone calls or 
emails promptly as it makes their 
job easier.  Remember all of our 
league reps are volunteers, doing 
their very best to get the season off 
to a smooth start.  Your league rep.’s 

Manager’s ReportManager’s ReportManager’s ReportManager’s Report    
 

by Denise Wood 

Senior Men’s Fall Meeting 
 Sep. 15—1pm 
 
Ladies Fall AGM 
 Sep. 16—7pm 
 
Senior Ladies’ Potluck 
 Sep. 22—11:30 am 
 
Junior Registration  
 Sep. 29, Oct. 1—4-6pm 
 

first day of league play 
Thursday Oct. 2 

name and phone number are on 
o u r  w e b s i t e ,  
www.nanaimocurlingclub.ca and 
on the back page of this issue. 
 
     The NCC  Board of Directors, 
the Senior Mens’, the Senior 
Ladies’ and the Ladies’ 
executives have been working 
hard all summer to bring all the 
clubs under one umbrella with  
representation from all clubs 
being part of all future 
committees. 
 
     Warren Keller, our building 
director, is planning a work party 
for the Sep.13/14 weekend.  
Check your email notices for 
more information.  You can 
contact Warren at 250-268-2433 
or call the office if you want to 
help out that weekend.  Thank 
you to Dave and Penny 
Perpeluk and Isabel Albrecht 
for organizing a Texas Hold’em 
night in August as a fund raiser 
for the Club.  Fun was had by all, 
even though it was a little warm 
upstairs.  Another  tournament is 
planned for Oct. 4 at 7pm.  
Everyone welcome! 
 
     Our target date for practice ice 
will be Friday Sept 26 through 
Wednesday Oct 1: hours will be 
posted on the web site closer to 
the date.  Regular league play 
will start Thursday October 2: be 
sure and check with your league 
reps for your start date.  I’m 
looking forward to seeing you all 
again.  Good Curling! 
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design students last season.  The 
ability to properly budget and 
plan our revenues and expenses 
will put us in the right position to 
maintain an on-going strategic 
plan which meets the needs of our 
club. 
  
     At our spring AGM, a new 
bylaw was also passed to permit 
any curler who is currently paying 
dues to play in any of our leagues 
to be eligible to vote at our AGM 
and, most importantly, to run for a 
seat on our Board of Directors.  
As part of our transition to the 
new harmonized club, we will be 
holding a special General Meeting 
this fall to elect a new Board.  
This will provide an opportunity 
for fresh, new faces on the Board, 
and allow us to tap into the wide 
range of talents our curlers 
possess.  If you are interested in 
running for a position on our 
Board or would like to nominate 
someone, please see Denise 
Wood, any current Board 
member, or myself — this is your 
chance to “get on Board.”  In 
addition to electing Board 
members, we will also be looking 

President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    
 

by Teri Palynchuk 
     The curling season is fast 
approaching and I would like to 
warmly welcome returning curlers 
and extend a very big welcome to all 
new curlers.  I am very excited to be 
serving as President this year; 
working with Denise Wood and her 
staff as well as the Board members. 
  
     As many of you are aware, this 
year brings about some exciting 
changes in the way our club is 
structured.  This is a result of some 
very hard work by a dedicated team of 
volunteers and stemmed from a 
Business of Curling seminar and a 
s t ra tegic  p lanning workshop 
facilitated by Jack Bowman from the 
Canadian Curling Association.  In the 
past, our club was actually comprised 
of five separate clubs —the Senior 
Men’s, Senior Ladies’, Ladies’, 
Hangover and NCC (which include 
the men’s and mixed leagues). 
 
     Our new structure, which is being 
phased in this next season, will bring 
all clubs (with the exception of the 
Hangover) under one umbrella.  The 
benefits this will bring are almost too 
many to list, but mainly provide a 
much more streamlined approach to 
running the club. 
 
     We have an aging building and are 
fully aware that in the not too distant 
future we will be facing some major 
expenditures to maintain it. We would 
also love to do some of the 
renovations that were proposed by the 
University of Vancouver Island 

to populate the various committees 
required to maintain our leagues, 
bonspiels, catering needs, etc.  This is 
your Club and we need your help to 
make it the best it can be. 
  
     To facilitate the business of 
registration, you are encouraged to 
pay your dues before the start of 
curling.  This will give you the early 
bird discount, and we all know that 
saving money is a good thing.  Office 
hours are outlined in the Manager’s 
report, so please make an effort to 
come down, sign up and pay prior to 
your first game. 
  
     My goals this year as President are 
to coordinate the activities of the 
various committees (Membership, 
Volunteer, Catering, Finance, etc.) 
with the new Board, successful 
completion of the elevator project, 
and on-going maintenance of the 
strategic plan.  I encourage input from 
anyone at any time regarding 
suggestions as to how we can ensure 
our facility meets the needs of our 
curlers and our community. 
 
      Welcome back, welcome to our 
Club, and Good Curling! 
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    This year the priority* date is 
September 15 and the discount* date 
for paying curling league dues is 
September 30.  This applies to all 
leagues.  Please note that the 
discount date is before the first 
league game.  This is a change from 
previous years.  We are doing this to 
streamline the process, ease the 
burden on the manager and her 
support staff and to ensure all 
information in our files is current and 
accurate.  This will also make your 
first night of curling more enjoyable 
because you can focus on getting back 
on the ice with your friends and team-
mates. 
 
    Those wishing to pay with Visa or 
MasterCard can save themselves a trip 
to the Club by phoning in their card 
number to the office at 250-753-3474.  
Office hours are 11-7pm Mon-Fri. 
 
 *   The priority date is the date by 
which shareholders must indicate that 
they are curling with a team to 
guarantee a spot on the ice.  The 
discount date is the last date when 
dues must be paid without incurring 
additional charges. 

Priority & Discount DatesPriority & Discount DatesPriority & Discount DatesPriority & Discount Dates    
 

by Ron Kaneen 

The next poker night is October 4th @ 7pm 
Tickets are $30 with only 100 being sold 

 
Get in early and bring your poker skills 

 
Contact Dave Perpeluk at 250-751-3398 
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     The Senior Ladies Nifty Fifties’ 
held their annual golf tournament at 
Beban Park Pitch and Putt June 7th 
under misty skies, and with fiesty 
spirits they completed 18 holes. 
 
     The ladies start league curling 
Monday, Oct. 6 at 1pm.  Teams are 
drawn from a hat and switch after 
Christmas.  This league is fun as the 
ladies are vibrant, outgoing and 
show lots of enthusiasm. 
 
     Teams contribute to Miss Piggy 
for hogged rocks, enjoy a monthly 
cookie day, adding to an afternoon 
of entertainment.  The season kicks 
off with a potluck lunch, 
Monday, Sept. 22 at 11:30am 
followed by the Fall AGM. 
 
     Call Lynda Butterworth, draw 
chair,  250-758-9979 or Denise 
Wood, NCC Manager, 250-753-
3474 to join in on exercise and 
socialization.  We would like to 
welcome all new curlers to join our 
league! 

World Curling Federation 
Attacks Handicapped Curlers 
 
     In December I heard a rumour that 
the WCF had changed the rules for 
push stick curlers. I therefore 
contacted Keith Wendorf at the WCF 
to find out if it was true and if so, 
who had requested and approved this 
rule change. He confirmed the rules 
have been changed but claimed he 
was too busy to answer my questions 
concerning who had requested the 
change and who voted for the new 
rules.  
 
     The new rule requires push stick 
curlers to release their rock before 
their feet reach the near T-line, rather 
than prior to the rock reaching the 
near hog line that able bodied curlers 
are allowed. Based on this rule, push 
stick curlers (those whose knees, 
hips, back or balance prevents them 
from using a standard delivery) will 

(Continued on page 5) 

by Pat Fraser 

Senior WomenSenior WomenSenior WomenSenior Women    
 

by Steen Patterson 

OpinionOpinionOpinionOpinion    
 

 Mix and Mingle 
 Sep. 26 6-9pm 
Sep. 27 12-6 pm,   Sep. 28 12-5pm 
practice ice, coffee shop & bar open, 
office is open, save$ & pay your dues 
 
 Open House 
 Sep. 29-30 2-4pm or 7-9pm 
please call to register 250-753-3474 
 
 Intermediate Clinic 
           Oct. 1 2-4:30pm or 7-9:30pm 
 $10/person, call office to 
 register 
 
 Poker Night 
 Oct. 4 7pm 
call Dave Perpeluk 250-751-0690 
 
 Hallowe’en Spiel 
 Oct. 24-26 
call Joanne Phillips 250-722-2711 
 
 Junior Bonspiel 
 Nov. 1-2 
call Kellie Rice 250-751-2949 
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have only 12 feet from the hack to deliver 
their rock. Those using the standard 
delivery are allowed 33 feet of ice to 
perform the same task. And if that is not 
sufficient handicap, push stick curlers will 
also be required to look at their feet during 
their delivery since their limit is not based 
on the position of the rock, like regular 
curlers, but on the position of their feet. 
 
     This new rule is unwise, unfair and 
unnecessary. 
 
     Unwise: Exercise is important to people 
of all ages. However this rule change will 
result in many older curlers giving up the 
game at a time in their lives when getting 
quality exercise is very important. Curling 
is much more fun than joining a health club 
and getting on a treadmill to nowhere. 
 
     Unfair:  Due to the length of the stick, 
the 33 feet of ice from the hack to the hog 
line was already reduced to 29’6”. 
Reducing it another 15+ feet makes 
achieving a quality shot a matter of luck 
rather than skill. It is simply impossible to 
achieve the proper speed and accuracy in 
such a short distance. 
  
     Push stick curlers already have a number 
of challenges to overcome, while regular 
curlers are able to get the level of their eyes 
as low as possible to help their aim. For 
a 6’5” push stick curler, such as myself, the 

(Continued from page 4) eye plane is nearly 6’ above the ice. 
This makes keeping the broom, the 
rock and the hog line all in view 
much more difficult. With the new 
rule, I would have to keep an eye on 
my feet as well.  
 
     Additionally, with a push stick, 
you loose feel and some control of 
the rock. To illustrate, compare 
writing your name with a pen in your 
hand. Now fasten the pen to the end 
of a broom handle and try writing 
your name holding the broom handle 
by the other end.  
  
     Another issue, for push stick 
curlers, is the difficulty in aborting a 
shot. A regular curler can stop a shot 
before it crosses the near T-line if he 
feels debris beneath the rock or has 
other problems. Since you don’t have 
a firm grip on the rock using a push 
stick and it is 3’6” further up the ice 
(due to the length of the stick) at all 
times, it is virtually impossible to 
stop the rock before it crosses the 
near T-line. This results in more 
“picks” happening to push stick 
curlers.  
 
     Unnecessary: If push sticks are 
such an advantage that would warrant 
this rule change, I am sure some elite 
teams would have picked up on the 
fact. They were the first to embrace 

high tech sliders and the “Crutch” 
sliding support. These devices actually 
do give you an advantage and have 
been used by World championship 
winning teams. Yet no one has 
suggested that the rules should be 
changed to handicap the users of these 
devices. However I have yet to see a 
team of push stick curlers show up at 
the Tournament of Hearts, the Brier, 
Skins games or World Championships 
and walk away with the silverware. If 
that did happen on a regular basis, then 
perhaps, a rule change of some kind 
would be warranted. Even so, cutting 
down the line allowed to deliver the 
rock by 64% (the legal delivery area is 
reduced by 79%) and forcing the curler 
to look at his feet during the delivery 
would still seem excessive.  
 
     At this point Canada, the United 
States and Scotland have not adopted 
the new rule, but if history is anything 
to go by, they will acquiesce eventually 
and in World Championships it is 
already in effect. We need to get the 
WCF to reconsider this attack on the 
handicapped, before the rule change 
forces a lot of seniors to give up the 
game. I have tried practicing using this 
new rule and it degrades the game to 
such an extent that I would no longer 
enjoy curling nor would anyone want 
such a liability on their team.  
 


